A warm welcome to the
/nglican Parisb of
St Jobn the Gvangelist
celebrating
The Baptism of Our Lord
11 January 2026

We acknowledge and pay our respects to the Kaurna people, who have traditionally
inhabited these ancestral and spiritual lands on which we gather. We respect those
customs and traditions by which they have nurtured and continue to nurture this land.

Throughout the service, you are invited to say the words in regular bold print.

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME

The Processional Hymn (TiS 250)
1. Christ, when for us you were baptized, 3 Straightway and steadfast until death
God’s Spirit on you came, you then obeyed his call,
as peaceful as a dove, and yet freely as Son of Man to serve
as urgent as a flame. and give your life for all.
2 God called you his beloved Son, 4 Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord,
called you his servant true: your cross on us be signed,
sent you his kingdom to proclaim, that likewise in God’s service we
his holy will to do. may perfect freedom find.
Words: Francis Bland Tucker 1895-1984
Welcome
Sentence

A voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom | am

well pleased.’ Matthew 3.17
Greeting

The Lord be with you. b

And also with you. Ll g aslan

We sit or kneel for the Prayer of Preparation



Let us pray.

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Kyries

Lord, have mercy. (x3)
Christ, have mercy. (x 3)
Lord, have mercy. (x3)

Invitation to Confession
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Christ the Son of God has been revealed as a light to the nations.

Let us bring our darkness to his light, confessing our sins in penitence and faith.

Merciful God,
our maker and our judge,
we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
and in what we have failed to do:
we have not loved you
with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours
as ourselves;
we repent, and are sorry
for all our sins.
Father, forgive us.
Strengthen us to love and obey you
in newness of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Absolution

Almighty God, who has promised
forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith:
% pardon you

and set you free from all your sins,
strengthen you in all goodness

and keep you in eternal life,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We stand to sing the Gloria
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Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the
Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High

Jesus Christ, = with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen
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We say together the Prayer of the Day

Eternal God, at the baptism of Jesus in the river Jordan

you proclaimed him your beloved Son,
and anointed him with the Holy Spirit:

grant that all who are baptised into his name

may keep the covenant they have made,
and boldly confess him as Lord and Savio
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

ur;
reigns,

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD

A reading from the book of the prophet

! Here is my servant, whom | uphold, my
chosen, in whom my soul delights; | have
put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth
justice to the nations.

2 He will not cry or lift up his voice, or
make it heard in the street;

3 a bruised reed he will not break, and a
dimly burning wick he will not quench; he
will faithfully bring forth justice.

4 He will not grow faint or be crushed until
he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
® Thus says God, the LorD, who created
the heavens and stretched them out, who
spread out the earth and what comes

Hear the word of the Lord,

Isaiah (42.1-9)

from it, who gives breath to the people
upon it and spirit to those who walk in it:
| am the LorD, | have called you in
righteousness, | have taken you by the
hand and kept you; | have given you as a
covenant to the people, a light to the
nations,

" to open the eyes that are blind, to bring
out the prisoners from the dungeon, from
the prison those who sit in darkness.

8 | am the LORD, that is my name; my glory
| give to no other, nor my praise to idols.
% See, the former things have come to
pass, and new things | now declare;
before they spring forth, | tell you of them.

thanks be to God.



Psalm 29 — The congregation remains seated to sing the psalm.
The setting for the psalm is printed on the back page.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

34 Peter began to speak to Cornelius the
centurion and his guests:

‘| truly understand that God shows no
partiality, 3 but in every nation anyone
who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to him. *® You know the
message he sent to the people of Israel,
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is
Lord of all. 3 That message spread
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee
after the baptism that John announced:
38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Spirit and with power; how
he went about doing good and healing all
who were oppressed by the devil, for God

Hear the word of the Lord,

The Gospel [gradual] Hymn

1. When he was baptized in Jordan
Jesus knew his chosen role:
ready now for time of testing
in the desert of the soul.

». Starved of bread to feed the body,
starved of rest to feed the brain,
starved of friends to feed the spirit,
Jesus daily bore the strain.

(10.34-43)

was with him. 3° We are witnesses to all
that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.
They put him to death by hanging him on
a tree; % but God raised him on the third
day and allowed him to appear, %! not to
all the people but to us who were chosen
by God as witnesses, and who ate and
drank with him after he rose from the dead.
42 He commanded us to preach to the
people and to testify that he is the one
ordained by God as judge of the living
and the dead. * All the prophets testify
about him that everyone who believes in
him receives forgiveness of sins through
his name.’

thanks be to God.

(TiS 252, tune 136)

3. During six long weeks of trial

evil masquerades as good:
points false roads to instant lordship,
tempts him with the Word of God.

. He attacks the great impostor:

evil shall not win the day!
Ready now to serve his calling,
sets his face Jerusalem way.

5. When our turn comes to be tempted,
as we meet each vital choice,
make us wise and make us willing,

Lord of life, to heed your voice.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Words: Bernard Arthur Braley 1924-2003

The heavens were opened and the Father’s voice was heard:

this is my beloved Son, hear him.
Alleluia!
The Lord be with you!

And also with you.

A reading from the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Matthew.

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.

(3.13-17)



13 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the 16 And when Jesus had been baptized,
Jordan, to be baptized by him. 4 John just as he came up from the water,

would have prevented him, saying, I need  suddenly the heavens were opened to him
to be baptized by you, and do you come to  and he saw the Spirit of God descending
me?’ 1> But Jesus answered him, ‘Letit be  like a dove and alighting on him. " And a
so now; for it is proper for us in this way to  voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son,
fulfil all righteousness.” Then he consented. the Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.’

For the Gospel of the Lord, " praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

The Sermon
THE NICENE CREED

Let us stand and affirm the faith of the Church in the words of the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God,

the Father, the almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary

and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father [and the Son],

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
% We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.

Amen.



THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Let us pray for the world and for the Church.

The response to each prayer is announced, but is often
Loving God, in your kindness, hear our prayer.

Our prayer list includes caregivers and those they support, and those who mourn.

Praying for: Catherine, Paul and their families; Arnold’s family & friends, Joan, Susan,
Graham, Michael, Helen, Beth, Pam, Carol, Gladys, Fr John, David, Alice, Willemien,
Shekayla, Thirza, Lynne, Fatimeh, Loni, Donald, Marlene, Rosemary, Tony & Nicola,
Keith & Judith, Jane, Jeannie, Tisha, Mark, Dorothy, Robyn W, Wendy, Judith & John.

Prayers conclude

Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.
Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We stand for the greeting of peace
THE GREETING OF PEACE

We are the body of Christ. His Spirit is with us.
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.

While observing physical distancing, we share signs of God’s Peace

The offertory hymn (TiS 576)

1. O for a closer walk with God, 4 Return, O holy dove, return,
a calm and heavenly frame, sweet messenger of rest!
a light to shine upon the road | hate the sins that made thee mourn,
that leads me to the Lamb. and drove thee from my breast.

2 Where is the blessedness | knew > The dearest idol | have known,
when first | saw the Lord? whate’er that idol be,
Where is the soul-refreshing view help me to tear it from thy throne
of Jesus and his word? and worship only thee.

3 What peaceful hours | once enjoyed, & So shall my walk be close with God,
how sweet their memory still! calm and serene my frame;
But they have left an aching void so purer light shall mark the road
the world can never fill. that leads me to the Lamb.

Words: William Cowper 1731-1800
The altar is prepared; the priest says the prayer over the gifts of the people

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have these gifts
to share. Accept and use our offerings for your glory and for the service of your kingdom.
Blessed be God for ever.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. Al Ledi L 23 1A% 1y yun
And also with you. b Lad U Oriaat g reslan
Lift up your hearts. )81 s (s |y asa sl 1
We lift them to the Lord. B8 4 g Ak (o s 4 sCelan
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All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere,
mighty Creator, everliving God.

We give you thanks and praise for your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary
and lived as one of us.

You anointed him as Messiah,
the light of the nations,
and revealed him as the hope
of all who thirst for righteousness and peace.

By his death on the cross
and rising to new life,
he offered the one true sacrifice for sin
and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people.

Therefore with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and singing:
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Merciful God,
we thank you for these gifts of your creation,
this bread and wine,
and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit,
we who eat and drink them may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood.

On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread,;
and when he had given you thanks
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying,
‘Take, eat. This is my body given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.’



After supper, he took the cup,
and again giving you thanks he gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘Drink from this, all of you.
This is my blood of the new covenant
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’

Christ has died. K Ny W
Christ is risen. o) Al e
Christ will come again. LEEan) g3l gma

Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded:
proclaiming his offering of himself made once for all upon the cross,
his mighty Resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming again,
we celebrate, with this bread and this cup,
his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.

% Renew us by your Holy Spirit,
unite us in the body of your Son,
and bring us with all your people into the joy of your eternal kingdom,;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
with whom, and in whom, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
we worship you, Father, in songs of never-ending praise.

Blessing and honour G g Dl (e g S
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are yours for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray,

Our Father in heaven, ¢ band o As Ly (o)

hallowed be your name, Ay putla gi Al
your kingdom come, by o8 @gsta
your will be done o) Glad 3 4SSl g5 0] )
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now and forever. Amen Ol

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND THE COMMUNION

As this broken bread was once many grains,
which have been gathered together and made one bread:
so may your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom.



Agnus Dei

Jesus, Lamb of God, JAR B ¢ s (g
have mercy on us. Ladaa b
Jesus, bearer of our sins, e QLK Jala ¢ s ()
have mercy on us. Ladaa;la
Jesus, redeemer of the world, (O 0L ¢ s (o)
grant us your peace. Lagd e M gl La 4y

The gifts of God for the people of God. Come let us take this holy sacrament of the
body and blood of Christ in remembrance that he died for us, and feed on him in our
hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

The body and blood of Christ keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Communion is given at the head of the aisle in the form of wafers marked with the
wine. Visitors from all traditions are invited to participate as you prefer — either coming
forward to receive communion, or for a blessing — indicated by hands folded rather
than open. Gluten free wafers are available for any who ask.

You are invited to receive communion standing. A long kneeler is also in place for any
who prefer to receive communion kneeling. The shared chalice is available there for
any who would like it. This diocese does not permit us to dip our wafers in the chalice.

During communion, the ministry of anointing and prayer for healing is offered in the
baptistery at the church entrance. You can receive this ministry for yourself or on
behalf of anyone in your prayers.

THE SENDING OUT OF GOD’S PEOPLE

Prayer after Communion

God of the nations, Sy § et g BIa A4S il o)
we thank you for nourishing us with this Glad ala gaba UL La AS auiS 4
holy sacrament. 61038 Q) i
Guide us by your presence, catlodd &y Bl gALE L AS s 2
that we may bring your light to those who M AKS a0l 5ab 1) L
dwell in darkness, 23 U andily ool (iaal jgy pa
and establish your justice in the earth. il () guaa
Amen. |

There may be notices shared at this time




The Thanksgiving Hymn

1 Jesus shall reign where’er the sun
does its successive journeys run;
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore,

till moons shall wax and wane no more.

2For him shall endless prayer be made,
and praises throng to crown his head;
his name like sweet perfume shall rise
with every morning sacrifice;

3people and realms of every tongue
dwell on his love with sweetest song;
and infant voices shall proclaim

their early blessings on his name.

Blessing

May Christ the Son of God
be manifest to you,
that your lives may be a light to the world;
and the blessing of God almighty,
% the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you
and remain with you always.
Amen.

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord:
In the name of Christ. Amen

(TiS 207)

“ Blessings abound where’er he reigns:
the prisoner leaps to lose his chains;
the weary find eternal rest;

and all who suffer want are blessed.

>Where he displays his healing power
death and the curse are known no more;
in him the tribes of Adam boast

more blessings than their father lost.

®Let every creature rise and bring
the highest honours to our King,
angels descend with songs again,
and earth repeat the long amen

Words: Isaac Watts 1674—1748 alt.
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Prayers

Pray for:

= |glesia Anglicana de la Region Central de America Primate ++Juan David Alvarado

Melgar;

» The Parish of Norwood: Shane Ellery, Nathaneal Reuss;

» The Parish of The Copper Coast (Kadina, Moonta, Wallaroo): Sheridan Brand,;
Mary’s Pantry (Wallaroo) Cathy Obst (team leader, emergency assistance);

» The Parish of The Murraylands (Meningie, Murray Bridge, Tailem Bend): Daniel
Irvine, lan Jansse; The Diocese of Gippsland: +Richard Treloar.

WY e

Liturgy and Psalm are from A Prayer Book for Australia, Copyright Broughton Publishing 1995.
Hymn texts are from Together in Song, HarperCollinsReligious 1999

- I




The Baptism of Our Lord: A Rookie Anglican Guide. By Peter Johnston

https://anglicancompass.com/the-baptism-of-our-lord-a-rookie-anglican-quide/

Jesus began his public ministry with his baptism, administered by John the Baptist at
the Jordan River. All four gospels narrate the baptism, which reveals Jesus as the Son
of God and points to his work of new creation.

But why is this event important enough to have its own feast day? To understand the
baptism of Jesus, it is essential to know its context.

Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist in the Jordan River. John was a wilderness
preacher on the model of the ancient Hebrew prophets. He proclaimed the kingdom of
God and the coming of the Messiah.

Like Elijah, he condemned sin, idolatry, and religious hypocrisy and called on the
people to repent. To give physical expression to this repentance, John invited the
people to the Jordan to be baptized.

The Jordan River was deeply significant for the Hebrew people. It was the boundary or
the threshold from their wilderness wandering into the Promised Land. It was also the
location of many significant events in Hebrew history. Elijah himself had been taken up
to heaven at the Jordan River and left Elisha a double portion of his Spirit.

So, the setting was already charged with meaning when Jesus came to the Jordan.
But John recognized Jesus and was confused. Why should the Messiah, who had no
sin, come to a baptism of repentance?

In the gospel of Matthew, the resulting conversation is the first recorded words of
Jesus.

‘John would have prevented him, saying, “l need to be baptized by you, and do
you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting
for us to fulfil all righteousness.” Then he consented.’ Mathew 3:14-15

When Jesus is baptized, the Holy Spirit appears, and the Father speaks, pointing to
Jesus as his Son. John didn’t know why he was baptizing Jesus, but he did it out of
obedience. The result was a revelation of the Trinity:

Moreover, with reflection, we can see that this Trinitarian moment mirrors the first
creation from Genesis 1.

‘The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the
deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. And God
said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.’

With the Spirit over the waters, God speaks and makes by his Word. Jesus, the eternal
Word and Son of God, has come to earth to make all things new. He brings his
perfection to the waters of our sin, fulfilling all righteousness by giving us his own
righteousness.


https://anglicancompass.com/the-baptism-of-our-lord-a-rookie-anglican-guide/
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1 Ascribe to the Lord you | powers of | heaven:
ascribe to the ! Lord ! glory - and ! might.

2 Ascribe to the Lord the honour ! due * to his ! name:
O worship the Lord in the ! beauty ! of his ! holiness.

3 The voice of the Lord is up'on the | waters:
the God of glory thunders the Lord up'on the ! great ! waters.

4 The voice of the Lord is mighty in ! operlation:
the voice of the | Lord - is a | glori-ous ! voice.

5 The voice of the Lord ! breaks the | cedar-trees:
the Lord breaks in ! pieces - the | cedars - of | Lebanon.

6 He makes them ! skip - like a ! calf:
Lebanon and Sirion ! like a ! young wild | ox.

7 The voice of the Lord di'vides the ! lightning-flash:
the voice of the Lord whirls the sands of the desert *
the Lord ! whirls the ! desert + of | Kadesh.

8 The voice of the Lord rends the terebinth trees * and strips ! bare the | forests:
in his ! temple ! all cry ! ‘Glory’.

9 The Lord sits enthroned a'bove the ! water-flood:
the Lord sits enlthroned - as a ! king for ! ever.

10 The Lord will give | strength - to his ! people:
the Lord will give to his ! people + the ! blessing * of | peace.

Freewill offering
If you are able to make an offering to the work of God through St John'’s, here are our
bank details. Account Name: The Parish of St John Halifax St
BSB: 705-077 | Account No: 00040905

PARISH CONTACTS

Parish Priest: Rev Peter Balabanski 8223 1014
Peter's email & mobile no.: peter.balabanski@gmail.com 0427 733 230
Office (Tue, Wed & Thu): Barbara Murray 8223 2348

Email: stjohnshalifaxstreet@gmail.com | Website: www.stjohnsadelaide.org.au
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