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Just before I start, and in case we lose the main messages of
this sermon, its main themes are, first, that we are the soil
in which Jesus plants his teachings; second, that God brings
life from death and decay, and finally, God'’'s extravagance;
God’s blessings can never be wasted because they can never run
out.

One of the most memorable sermons I’'ve ever heard about this
parable of the sower was when Rev’d Dr Andrew Dutney talked
about our Christian formation turning us into good compost so
the seeds of the gospel planted in us can bring forth grain,
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. It made me wonder
about the apostles; should we re-name them compostles. Because
out of their unpromising beginnings, they became a soil that
yielded a harvest no-one could ever have predicted.

That’'s how Jesus operates. He takes ordinary people, turns our
weaknesses into blessings and sends us out with the Spirit to
guide and protect us. Ordinary people. That day by the lake,
he may have seen a farmer at work beyond the crowd, and seen
in their work an image of the way God scatters blessings so
extravagantly.

Jesus taught what God’s Kingdom was like through his parables;
human stories with divine significance. His stories of
people’s mundane lives revealed something extraordinary. That
day, he’d been threatened by the religious authorities and
even opposed by his own family. But he kept on sharing his
vision — extravagantly, regardless of whether he was sharing
it with the spiritually blind, the spiritually sighted,
opponents, friends or everyone in between.
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I wonder what farmers make of this. Whatever they think, Jesus
has turned their job into one of the best-known lessons in the
Christian tradition. The word of God 1is scattered for
everyone. Much 1s squandered, but God is not to be
discouraged. The word 1is scattered, regardless of how much
might seem wasted. It will go on being scattered; people will
be transformed, and there will be a staggering harvest.

Imagine if you were minding your own business one day and
Jesus gathered a crowd nearby, pointed to you at your work —
housework; gardening; home-maintenance; office work; care of
your family — if Jesus pointed out your work to everyone there
and told them about the deep, spiritual significance of your
efforts.

When you stopped listening and resumed work, how would you be?
Your work’'s the same. You do the same things you'’ve always
done. But now the normal things you do are icons of God’s
work; signs of God’s action through you.

Please think of things you’ve got planned for the coming week,
and for a few moments, imagine what Jesus might tell the crowd
about the significance of your work.

Pause

It’'s a bit daunting, isn’t it. It’s not just the intentionally
spiritual things we do that are sacred. Everything we do 1is
sacred. It’s how we see things that counts; our perspective
transforms us; composts us. This parable changes things for
Jesus’ disciples. It changes our perspective on all we can do.

Over the past weeks, we’ve been reading a part of Matthew'’s
gospel called the Mission Discourse. Chapter 10 was where
Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and sent them out to

proclaim, the Kingdom has come near. °*” He warned them that
they wouldn’t necessarily be welcomed, and in fact there’d be

rejection and persecution. “*®°% And chapters 11 and 12 show us



that. Some people accept Jesus. But conflict with the
religious authorities dogs him and his disciples wherever they

go, and no matter what good they do. *** ' * So how can he
move his disciples into a head-space where they’ll survive
this? It’'s only their first week in the job. How will they
come to see their mission in a way that makes it worth all the
pain it brings? How does Jesus prepare them to face so much
rejection?

He does it with his parables. And to make sure we know this
parable is an answer to the problem of rejection, our Gospel
reading today actually starts with the words, That same day

(133130 This 1links the rejections of ch 12 with the new
perspectives that the parables of ch 13 will shine on those
rejections — those failed plantings.

The great crowds of chapter 12:"?' gather around Jesus again in
13:2. And just as in chapter 12, some will accept, but many
will reject Jesus. Yet even so, they are all still offered his
priceless teaching — if only they can receive it. This 1is not
so much a parable of the sower as a parable of the different
types of soil. Or if we want to see it as us being
transformed, maybe it’s a parable that invites us to accept
that: being given time and nourishment to become the kind of
compost that transforms decay into new, abundant life.

I once knew a Greek barbeque missionary called Peter. He had a
barbeque trailer and he’d go out and spit roast entire lambs
on it to feed homeless people. Once, he rang and told me how
he’'d finished a feeding and he had lots of salad left over. He
worried about wasting it. But then a thought came to him about
God'’'s abundance; how God seems to squander treasure. And he
realised, Happy worms!

Jesus gives new perspectives to help his disciples to
understand rejection and so not to be discouraged by it. The
good seed is his word in our lives, and our work is to scatter



it. It’s good; the soil is variable. Some will be fertile and
yield a crop; often it won’t. But that’s okay: God 1is
prodigal; God is extravagant. God won’t run out.

Followers of Jesus are to be with people in their ordinary
lives — to embody our Lord in the world. We are to be
ourselves the best soil we can be, and to scatter the seeds of
God’'s Kingdom as extravagantly and recklessly as we dare.
Amen



