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Gen 2 4-25, Ps 148, Acts 17 22a-28, John 1 1-5

‘People are not changed by ethical urging, but by transformed

imagination’ Walter Brueggemann

Dear God, there are hard things to hear in the Season of
Creation. But I pray that what I say today can be something
which works at the level of transforming imaginations rather
than coming across as mere ethical urging. Because the Season
of Creation reminds us that we must change. Please make this
possible! Amen

This year’s theme for the Season of Creation is Immersion in
Living  Water.  It’s  based  on  Ezekiel’s  vision  of  a  river
flowing out from the Temple; a river which so personifies the
creating God, that it enables super-abundant life to flourish
where once there was none; even bringing the waters of the

Dead Sea to life. Ezek 47 1-12 It’s a vision of healing, on-going
creation and blessing. God’s presence is known in this water
that brings life to where it had been despaired of. It’s a
vision we need very much now.

Yet I can’t talk about living water without acknowledging the
deadly flooding tragedy that’s struck the poor people of the
Nepal-Tibet border region, and the very real fear that it will
happen again soon. So we greet our living water theme from a
very sombre place. That terrible river of death which has
caused  such  grief  and  destruction  feels  like  it  mocks
Ezekiel’s living water. And we’re told its most likely cause
is human-induced global heating. So that speaks directly to us
humans.
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Humanity is relentlessly causing this damage. That’s why, we
need a vision as stupendous as Ezekiel’s healing, living water
if we’re to face this tragedy and inspire all God’s people to
hope, to advocate and to act in God’s world for the protection
and healing of Creation. The worldwide voice of all people of
faith needs to be heard in all lands where the halls of power
crawl with lobbyists who use threats and disinformation to
manipulate  decision-makers.  The  lobbyists’  effect  is
undeniable:  governments,  industries  and  corporations
everywhere seem unstoppable in their race to sacrifice Earth’s
future on the insatiable altar of endless economic growth and
wild consumption.

So how to respond? Only an alternative world-wide voice from
people  who  answer  to  God  can  address  this  slow-motion
calamity. The Church of the so-called ‘developing nations’
have been doing this for a long time. And they’re calling us

to stop being slow-boiling frogs https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boiling_frog, and
join them to challenge the human-induced disaster that they
are suffering first-hand. We must answer their call; join our
voices with theirs, and act together for the sake of God’s
Creation.

Our warrant for this action is found in our readings today.
They’ve been chosen to inspire us, and if necessary, convert
us; to get us ready to speak and act together as God’s people
in God’s world, where the worship of money and power is having
such  a  disastrous  effect.  The  international  Catholic-
Protestant  body  called  the  ‘Consultation  on  Common  Texts’
chose the readings we’ve heard today. It’s the first change to
the Revised Common Lectionary in over 40 years! These texts
give us the name they’ve given to this morning’s service The
Feast of Creation in Christ.

Creation in Christ! How can the whole of Creation fit inside
Jesus? There’s quite a lot in today’s liturgy that talks about
this. Today’s collect prayer begins: O God, in whom we live



and move and have our being, in Christ you created the worlds.
That first phrase, in whom we live and move and have our being
comes from our reading from Acts. There, we see Paul with
Stoic and Epicurean philosophers of ancient Athens debating
the nature of God. To assert that God is creator of all, Paul
quotes one of their own Stoic poets who described God as the
one in whom we live and move and have our being.

But  our  sentence  from  Colossians  says  that  in  Christ  all

things were created. 1.16 And the Gospel speaks of Christ as
God’s creating Word, through whom all things came into being.
That’s where the second phrase in the collect prayer comes
from: in Christ you created the worlds. It recalls the first

creation story Genesis 1 where everything came into being at God’s
word – Let there be light … and light was. In God’s Word is
all things that are. The world and you and I and all creation
are in the Word – in Christ. I know it’s bewildering to think
of the whole creation as contained in that kind, loving man
whose  stories  we  share.  But  it  says  we’re  all  in  him,
together.  If  that’s  so,  ‘How  should  we  then  live’?

I find some very important guidelines in the Psalm and in the
reading from Genesis. The Psalm declares that everything in
Creation exists to the praise of our Maker. How could it be
otherwise? The intricate, interconnected unity of Creation –
this world of wonder and symbiotic diversity, forever evolving
and adapting – is a magnificent witness to the nature and love
and patience and glory of God. Creation praises God by its
very being. It’s a priceless treasure to be cherished for all
time.

And  that’s  where  we  humans  fit  in.  You’ll  notice  in  our
reading from Genesis, there are two footnotes to verse 15.
When  this  verse  was  first  translated  into  English,  the
relationship  between  people  and  Earth  predated  the
destructive, industrial way it’s abused now. Till and keep the
land’ just meant growing plants in harmony with the natural



cycles of seasons, and giving the land periods of rest –
letting it lie fallow.

But the Hebrew translated as till literally means to serve or
minister. And today, that’s a much more appropriate way to
translate it. Particularly together with the other word – to
keep the garden/land – which is really meant in the sense of
protect, preserve or guard the garden/land. We, God’s people,
are called to serve and protect Earth; and that means to
oppose the wholesale loss and pollution of soil, the rape of
forests and eco-systems, and the exploitation and abuse of
Earth  to  the  point  of  collapse.  At  a  local  level,  we’re
engaged in that battle now with the threat to the parklands.
We, all God’s people, are called to serve and protect Earth.

The other guideline is one I find in verse 20. It’s about
valuing each other equally as partners in this work.

The verse reads, for the man, there was not found a helper as
his partner. In a patriarchal world, verse 20 has always been
read to imply that the woman is of lesser significance. But
the  word  translated  helper  occurs  22  times  in  the  Hebrew
Bible. In 20 of those, it refers to God. But in this case, it
refers to the woman.

That’s extremely significant. The unwarranted denigration of
women – half of created humanity – is a wilful blindness – a
deliberate  sin.  The  devaluing  of  our  fellow  creatures,
likewise. And for that matter, the unwarranted denigration of
any people or nation by another is not the way we’re created
to be.

The  suffering  of  so-called  ‘developing  nations’  from  the
ecological  vandalism  of  the  so-called  ‘developed  nations’
continues because racism and nationalism means we are able to
turn a wilfully blind eye to the effect our lifestyle has on
the well-being of the other. It’s a post-colonial hangover
that we sustain – an artificial us and them – where we act as



if the other – like our Pacific neighbourhood – is somehow
lesser;  less  worthy;  maybe  even  hysterical  about  their
experience  of  climate  change  –  to  remember  a  useful  old
misogynistic catch-all.

The primordial first relationship between man and helper was
anything but hierarchical in any way. The word helper is used
20 times for the relationship humans enjoy with God. The only
human to receive the same honour is the woman. In God’s Earth,
there’s no place for lesser and superior – woman and man –
chosen and outsider. There’s just God’s call to humanity to
serve and protect creation.

Together, we are all called to live out our first vocation; to
serve and protect all of God’s Creation. Imagine that!  Amen.

‘People are not changed by ethical urging, but by transformed

imagination’ Walter Brueggemann


