
THE FEAST OF THE ASCENSION 

24 May 2020 

 

The Ascension 

Bagong Kussudiardja, Indonesia.  

 

The Church of St John, Apostle and Evangelist, 

Adelaide, South Australia 

 

Throughout the service, everyone is invited to say or sing the parts in bold print 

 

GATHERING IN GOD'S NAME 

Ascension falls forty days after Easter. Throughout this time, we have been celebrating with joyful hearts the resurrection 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, his bursting from the tomb and his defeat of the power of sin and death. We have seen how Jesus 

appeared to his friends many times and taught us about the kingdom of God. At the feast of the Ascension we recall how 

Jesus left this Earth and returned to his Father, ascending into heaven to take his throne over all dominions and powers 

and to reign over all creation. 

Acclamation 

V. When Christ ascended up on high, Alleluia 

 R. He led captivity captive, Alleluia.  

Greeting 

Christ is risen, Alleluia!  

He is risen indeed, Alleluia!  



Gathering Hymn – TiS 369 

1 Hail the day that sees him rise, alleluia! 

to his throne above the skies; alleluia! 

Christ, a while to mortals given, alleluia! 

enters now the highest heaven. alleluia! 

2 There for him high triumph waits;  

lift your heads, eternal gates!  

Wide unfold the radiant scene,  

let the King of glory in! 

3 Heaven now its Lord receives,  

yet he loves the earth he leaves,  

though returning to his throne  

still calls humankind his own. 

4 See! he lifts his hands above;  

see! he shows his prints of love;  

hark! his gracious lips bestow  

blessings on his church below. 

5 Still for us he intercedes,  

his prevailing death he pleads;  

near himself prepares our place,  

he the first fruits of our race. 

6 There we shall with you remain,  

partners of your endless reign;  

there your face unclouded view,  

find our heav’n of heav’ns in you. 

 

Sentence 

‘Go and make disciples of all nations,’ Jesus commands; ‘I am with you always, to the close of the age.’ Matthew 

28.19–20 

Prayer of Preparation 

Let us pray.  

Almighty God,  

to whom all hearts are open,  

all desires known,  

and from whom no secrets are hidden:  

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  

that we may perfectly love you,  

and worthily magnify your holy name,  

through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

We sing the Kyries 

Lord, have mercy 

Christ, have mercy 

Lord, have mercy 

Confession 

Christ has entered heaven itself, there to appear before God on our behalf. 

Let us therefore draw near in full assurance of faith, and confess our sins to the God of grace. 

Merciful God,  

our maker and our judge,  

we have sinned against you  

in thought, word, and deed,  

and in what we have failed to do:  

we have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;  

we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.  

Father, forgive us.  

Strengthen us to love and obey you  

in newness of life;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 



Almighty God,  

who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith:  

pardon you and set you free from all your sins,  

strengthen you in all goodness  

and keep you in eternal life,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

We sing the Church’s hymn of praise  [The Gloria] 

Glory to God in the highest,  

and peace to God's people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly King,  

almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory.  

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world:  

have mercy on us;  

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

receive our prayer.  

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High  

Jesus Christ,  

with the Holy Spirit,  

 in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

We say together the Prayer of the Day 

God of majesty, 

you led the Messiah through suffering into risen life, 

and took him up into the glory of heaven: 

clothe us with the power promised from on high, 

and send us forth to the ends of the earth 

as heralds of repentance and witnesses of Jesus Christ, 

the firstborn from the dead, 

who lives with you now and always in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

God for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The first reading is taken from the Book of Acts   [Acts 1.1-11] 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day when he 

was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.  

After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over the 

course of forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave 

Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father.  

‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 

Holy Spirit not many days from now.’  

So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to 

Israel?’ He replied, 

‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive 

power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and 

to the ends of the earth.’  

When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he 

was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said,  

‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 

heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’  

Hear the word of the Lord,    thanks be to God. 



Psalm 47 

1 O clap your hands, all you peoples: 

and cry aloud to God with shouts of joy. 
2 For the Lord Most High is to be feared: 

he is a great king over all the earth. 
3 He cast down peoples under us: 

and the nations beneath our feet. 
4 He chose us a land for our possession: 

that was the pride of Jacob, whom he loved. 
5 God has gone up with the sound of rejoicing: 

and the Lord to the blast of the horn. 
6 O sing praises, sing praises to God: 

O sing praises, sing praises to our king. 
7 For God is the king of all the earth: 

O praise him in a well-wrought psalm. 
8 God has become the king of the nations: 

he has taken his seat upon his holy throne. 
9 The princes of the peoples are gathered together: 

with the people of the God of Abraham. 
10 For the mighty ones of the earth 

are become the servants of God: 

and he is greatly exalted. 

 

The second reading is taken from the Letter to the Ephesians [Ephesians 1.15-23] 

 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease 

to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers.  

I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation 

as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he 

has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of 

his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power.  

God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 

heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only 

in this age but also in the age to come.  

And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his 

body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.  

Hear the word of the Lord,   thanks be to God. 

 

 

THE GOSPEL 

Alleluia 

The right hand of God raised me up. The hand of the Lord has triumphed.  

I shall never die, I shall live, telling God’s deeds. 

Alleluia 

 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew, chapter 28, beginning at verse 16   Glory to you 

Lord Jesus Christ.  

 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 When they saw him, 

they worshipped him; but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has 

been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am 

with you always, to the end of the age.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord!  praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

 

The Paschal Candle is extinguished 

Sermon 



Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father;  

through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  

and became truly human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead  

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father [and the Son],  

who with the Father and the Son  

is worshipped and glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the  

forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

Intercessory Prayers 

Let us join our prayers with those of our Saviour Christ, seeking the Father’s blessing and the gifts of the Spirit. 

Jesus Christ, great high priest, living for ever to intercede for us, pray for the Church, your broken body in the world … 

Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 

Jesus Christ, king of righteousness, enthroned at the right hand of the majesty on high, 

pray for the world, and make it subject to your gentle rule … 

Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 

Jesus Christ, Son of Man, drawing humanity into the life of God, 

pray for your brothers and sisters in need, distress or sorrow … 

Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 

Jesus Christ, pioneer of our salvation, bringing us to glory through your death and resurrection, 

surround with your saints and angels, those who have died trusting your promises, remembering today Maryam and 

Kevin, whose anniversaries fall today, and any others whom we name in a moment of silence … 

Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 

Jesus Christ, Lord over all things, ascended far above the heavens and filling the universe, 

pray for us who receive the gifts you give us for work in your service … 

Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 

Jesus Christ, you prayed that we might be one as you and the Father are one. As we enter the week of prayer for Christian 

unity, guide your Church that we might live in the unity of the Spirit and in the bond of peace. May we be inspired to 

work to restore the whole created order to life and health, and together worship at your feet? 

Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.  

Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

THE GREETING OF PEACE 

 

Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. If you love me, rejoice because I am going to the Father’. 

Alleluia.     John 14.27,28 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.  

 

We exchange a sign of God’s peace with each other. 

The altar is prepared and the priest says the prayer over the gifts of the people. 

 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness, we have these and all your good gifts to share. Accept 

and use our offerings for your glory and for the service of your Kingdom. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 

mighty Creator, everliving God. 

We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary 

and lived as one of us. 

By his death on the cross and rising to new life, 

he offered the one true sacrifice for sin 

and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people. 

You have highly exalted him, 

and given him the name which is above all other names, 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow 

and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  

Therefore with angels and archangels, with Maryam and Kevin 

and with all the company of heaven, 

we proclaim your great and glorious name, 

for ever praising you and singing: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

 

 Blest is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

 

Merciful God, we thank you for these gifts of your creation,  

this bread and wine,  

and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit,  

we who eat and drink them may be partakers of Christ's body and blood.  

 

On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread;  

and when he had given you thanks  

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,  

'Take, eat. This is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.'  

 

 



After supper, he took the cup, and again giving you thanks he gave it to his disciples, saying,  

'Drink from this, all of you. This is my blood of the new covenant  

shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.'  

 

Christ has died.  

Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again.  

 

Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded:  

proclaiming his offering of himself made once for all upon the cross,  

his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;  

and looking for his coming again, we celebrate, with this bread and this cup,  

his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.  

 

 Renew us by your Holy Spirit 

unite us in the body of your Son, 

and bring us with Maryam, Kevin and all your people 

into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

with whom, and in whom, 

in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

we worship you, Father, 

in songs of never-ending praise: 

 

Blessing and honour and glory and power  

are yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray, 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial  

and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  

now and for ever. Amen.  

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

We who are many are one body,  

for we all share in the one bread.  

Agnus Dei 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.  

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.  

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.  

Invitation to Communion 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood of Christ 

in remembrance that he died for us,  

and feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving.  

 



We receive Communion 

The body of Christ keep you in eternal life. Amen.  

The blood of Christ keep you in eternal life. Amen.  

Prayer after Communion 

God of glory you sent your Son Jesus Christ into the world to preach the gospel of the kingdom. Strengthen us 

who share this meal to continue his mission by living the good news we proclaim.  

Most loving God,  

you send us into the world you love.  

Give us grace to go thankfully  

and with courage in the power of your Spirit.  

 

 

Thanksgiving Hymn TiS 517 

 
1 Hallelujah! sing to Jesus,  

his the sceptre, his the throne;  

hallelujah! his the triumph,  

his the victory alone;  

hark, the songs of peaceful Zion  

thunder like a mighty flood:  

‘Jesus out of every nation  

has redeemed us by his blood.’ 

2 Hallelujah! not as orphans,  

are we left in sorrow now;  

hallelujah! he is near us,  

faith believes, nor questions how;  

though the cloud from sight received him  

when the forty days were o’er,  

shall our hearts forget his promise,  

‘I am with you evermore’? 

3 Hallelujah! bread of heaven,  

and on earth our food, our stay;  

hallelujah! here the sinful  

flee to you from day to day;  

intercessor, friend of sinners,  

earth’s redeemer, plead for me  

where the songs of all the sinless  

sweep across the crystal sea.  

4 Hallelujah! King eternal,  

you the Lord of lords we own;  

hallelujah! born of Mary,  

earth your footstool, heav’n your throne:  

you within the veil have entered,  

robed in flesh, our great high priest;  

you on earth both priest and victim  

in the Eucharistic feast.

 

Blessing and Dismissal. 

 

Christ our exalted king pour upon you his abundant gifts and bring you to reign with him in glory; and the 

blessing of God almighty,  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord: Alleluia, alleluia 

In the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia 

 

 

 

 

Music will play for a time so we are able to use the message function  

to share prayers, greetings and fellowship with our parish family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are able to make an offering to the work of God through St John’s, 

these are our bank details. 

Account name – The Parish of St John Halifax Street 

BSB – 705-077 Account No – 00040905 


